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The Story

A few years back I was out looking around at a friend's property and amongst a
plethora of old computer systems I found this. it looked to be in very good condition
and after plugging it in the screen prompted me to enter a system disk, so it appeared
to be in working order, so I brought it home. I thought I'd search it up on eBay so get
a quick estimate of how much it's worth, but to my surprise there was no results, so I
promptly looked it up on google next. Amongst Delta Airlines' gold card
memberships I found but one useful result, on thepcmuseum.net for
the DeltaGold Elite II which appears to be missing a lot of data.

I thought this to be very strange, as this computer clearly exists, it even shows an
Elite model in the photo, and I have one sitting right next to me, so whats the deal? It
was at this moment that I made it my goal to find out exactly what is this computer
and what happened to this company.

Research

After looking a little deeper I found a few more leads, such as on the 3 main models available and
that explains how they will shift manufacturing over the the BF Goodrich complex in akron, which according to and
, doesn't appear to have ever happened. post on deskthority shows that some people actually do own the same keyboard as
me, and ['ve even seen two for sale over the years four around $400 each. Some forum posts also show that at least three other people
out there owned a deltagold at one point, but I've never seen a post about a system besides the Elite. Looking deeper I eventually
found from someone that currently owns an Elite, though they didn't know too much about it's history or the company. An
Elite can even be seen in for queen's invisible man.

It was around this point in time that I discovered the library that is google books, and found a lot of computer magazines from the timg
period containing advertisments for Deltagold, most of which can be seen below. These articles contaned the only two photos so far o
the prestive and the premier, and eludes to a few more models that may exist. Below is a list of what we know so far about what they
made:

Deltagold Elite - 1987, $1195, switchable 4.77/10MHz 8088 licensed clone, 512k ram expandable to 768k, 4 expansion slots,
two 5.25" 360k diskette drives, 12" monochrome monitor, external clock

Deltagold Prestige - 1987, $1995, switchable 6/10MHz 8088, 512k ram expandable to 1Mb, 3 or 6 expansion slots (conflicting
evidence, most likely 6), one 5.25" 1.2Mb diskette drive, 12" monochrome monitor, external clock, front lock

Deltagold Premier - 1987, $4995, switchable 8/16MHz 80386, 1mb ram, 8 expansion slots, 40Mb hard disk, EGA monitor with
adapter, may have clock, front lock. Elite & Prestige come with integrated software package (spreadsheet, word processor,
database), All three models come with MS-DOS 3.2 and GW Basic.

Sprint Portable 88 - 1988, Laptop, 7.7 pounds, two 3.5" diskette drives, 640k ram, serial, parallel, and game po :
video output.

Voyager 88 - 1988, 4.77/10MHz 8088, 640k ram, two 3.5" diskette drives, LCD screen, available with 20Mb h S I TE
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A few other not:

Voyager 286 - 1988, 10MHz 80286, 640k ram, two 3.5" diskette drives, LCD screen, available with

The Deltagold Computer

find any images of the portable computers

Deltagold Elite II - 1988
Deltagold Prestige II - 1988
DG-630 - 1988

Samsung Model A - 1987, $19

package, both samsung computers sold under Delta Computer Corp. in the U.S.

Samsung model TX - 1987, $1095, 8088-2, 6
graphics adapter, intergrated software package; second vers

20Mb hard disk for $1595

e things are:

"Support package" - Instructional VHS, Deltagold GoldDesk (Emulates a graphical mac-style interface with mouse functions),

pansion slots, 640k ram, two 5.25" disk drives,
ion available with ¢

ur monitor

18 momth warranty, package may have come with the first line of the Deltagolds

GEMY/3 Desktop -
DR DOS - 1

, from DRI, rebranded as DG/DOS, intended to be included in ROM in their n

5, 80286, 8 expansion slots, 12" monochrome monitor, graphics adapter, intergrated software

om Digital Research Inc, graphical interface rebranded as DG/Desk, bundled with Deltagold line.

<t generation of PCs, bundled

)Mb hard disk. Unable to

with Deltagold line.

18 month warranty on Deltagold Computers, toll-free line: 1-800
P.O. Box 809, 260 Forbes Blvd, Mansfield, MA 02048; (617)339

tinental Blvd, suite 200, El Segundo, CA 90245; (213)32 22

The Power of
DeltaGold Computers

The Support & Reliability of
DeltaGold
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Deltals Bundling DR DOS
' With Delta Gold Line of PCs

‘ Delta Computer Corp. recently
| began bundling DR DOS from
Digital Research Inc. with its
Delta Gold line of personal
computers.
Under Delta’s agreement
with DRI, the company is per-

other PC models as well.
DR DOS is a DOS-compati-
| ble single-user operating system
that can execute from ROM or
RAM. Delta’s package includes
| DR DOS on disk, complete

documentation, and DRI's

GEM/3 Desktop, a graphical

operating system interface.
Delta will market DR DOS

and GEM/3 Desktop under the |
names DG/DOS and DG/Desk, ||

and Delta plans to include DG/
DOS in ROM in its next genera-
tion of PCs.

Delta Computer Corp., 300
N. Continental Blvd., Suite 200,
El Segundo, CA 90245: (213)
3224222,

— Bob Ponting

INFOWORLD
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DELTA COMPUTER CORP.

-DELTA

Every 50 often a product comes to markt
‘and clearly takes the lead. With more poer,
performance and speed; a style unmatchedby
anyone else; total support and unique user
features. exceeding all others. As clear as
black and white,DeltaGold s the new leaderin
personal computers.

DeltaGold has added features such as an
easy frontaccess Quick Reference DOS guide
and digital clock; complete and easy to
understand documentation; a fully integrated
software package included free with every
computer; and an 18:month warranty and toll-

systems. . I's clear DeltaGold is the eacbr.

S0, when you or your company are ready to
make your next PC purchase, look for the one
that stands out. DeltaGold, the products to
watch,

For more information about our full ine of

, 286 and 388 systems, visit your local

DaltaGold dealer, or call 1800-255 DELTA in
Mass. 617:3395575)

. Verified from three sources.

Delta Debuts
IBM-Standard

Computer Trio

By Edward Warner

A line of IBM-standard personal
computers, one based on the
Intel Corp. 80386 microproces-
sor, debuted last week from
Delta Computer Corp.

The three-machine line,
which ships this month, is not-
able for its colors — charcoal
black with gray and gold details
— and for the training video-
tape included with each system,
the company said.

The low-end $1.195 Elite
system, based on the Intel 8088-
I microprocessor, comes with
512K of RAM expandable to
768K on the motherboard, four
expansion slots, two 3Y-inch,
360K diskette drives, and a 12-
inch monochrome monitor, the
company said.

Next in line is the PC AT-
compatible Prestige, priced at
$1,995. The Prestige offers
512K of RAM expandable to |
megabyte on the motherboard,
six expansion slots, and one 5Y-
inch, l.2-megabyte diskette
drive, as well as a 12-inch

monochrome monitor, accord-
ing to Delta Computer.

At the top of the Delta PC
line, the $4,995 Premier incor-
porates the 80386 chip, | mega-
byte of RAM, eight expansion
slots, an EGA monitor and
adapter, and a 40-megabyte
hard disk.

Delta Computer’s Connec-
tion, an integrated software
package that contains a spread-
sheet, word processor, and data-
base, is included with the Elite
and Prestige, while all three
models come with Microsoft’s
MS-DOS 3.2 and GW Basic, the
company said.

Delta Computer Corp., 260
Forbes Blvd., Mansfield, MA
02048: (617) 339-5575.

Delta's $1,995 Prestige has a
1.2-megabyte diskette drive.

Delta Announces PC-Compatible ProductLine

Delta Computer Corp. recently intro-
duced a broad line of IBM PC-compati-
ble products,

The 8088-based Sprint Portable 88 is
a 7.7-pound laptop with two 3'x-inch
floppy disk drives, 640K of RAM, serial
and parallel ports, a game port, and an
external video output.

The Voyager series of portables in-
cludes the Voyager 88, which runs at4.77
or 10 MHz, and the Voyager 286, a 10-
MHz AT compatible. Both include dual
Jle-inch floppies, LCD screens, and

640K of RAM. Both are also available
with a 20-megabyte hard disk drive.

The Deltagold 11 computers feature
interchangeable chassis and mother-
boards. The new series lets users upgrade
from the Elite II to the Prestige II, an AT
clone that runs at 8 or 12 MHz. Both
computers are shipped with 512K of
RAM. The Prestige II features EGA on
the motherboard. The computers have
two serial ports and one parallel port.

Delta also announced the DG-630, a
clone of the IBM Model 30. The DG-630

runs at 8 and 9.6 MHz. It has 256K of
RAM upgradable to 640K and can
support two floppy drives and one hard
drive. MCGA-compatible graphics, in-
cluding a Hercules mode, round out the
offering, which the company said would
be the first in a PS/2-compatible line,

No information on pricing or avail-
ability was provided by Delta,

Delta Computer Corp., P.O. Box 809,
260 Forbes Blvd., Mansfield, MA 02048;
(617) 339-5575.
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color of their products, it
seems most computer mak-
ers have swallowed whole-
sale Henry Ford’s dictum
that “you can have it in any

(Please turn to page 15)

Paint it black? No need to, as

Delta computers come that way.

POPULAR MECHANICS ® MARCH 1988

color so long as it’s black.” Well, some-
one has finally broken the color line in
“plain vanilla” computers by offering
machines that actually are black.

The cosmetically unique computers
hail from Delta Computer Corp., Mans-
field, Massachusetts, and travel collec-
tively as the Deltagold line. They're
quite attractive: The 2-tone charcoal
black chassis is accented by soft gray
and gold pinstriping.

Of course, you don’t buy a computer
just for good looks. This IBM-compati-
ble line offers all the features you'd ex-
pect to find in other PC-clones, and of-
fers a range of price/performance
options. This begins with the basic Elite
at $1195, carries through on the Pres-
tige ($1995) all the way to the top-of-the-
line Premier at $4995.
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80386 Desktop MS-DOS Systems Not Available for Testing

ther vendors have announced or

are advertising 386 desktop MS-
DOS systems that were not available for
testing.

Amdek System/386E, |6-MHz/zero-wait
state 386, IMB 32-bit RAM (expandable to 6MB
32:bit RAM, 40MB hard chive, 1.2M8 flogpy,
parallel ond seriol ports, clock, six expansion
slols, copocity lor five drive wnits, sockefs for
287 or 387 coprecessor, EDG walt power

Maxard 386 Series, o lne of 386 conputers
in verious conliguratons. Maxcra FC, Hyosung
Computer, (800) 443-0100 ext. 511,

Maxtron Portable AT/386, lggoble com-
puter with [CD display. Maxiron, 1825A Durfea
Ave. 5., ElMonte, CA 91733; (818) 350-5707.

Micro 1 386 AT, 16-44Hz 386, Phoenix BIOS,
512K RAM lexpandable fo 2MB with expansion
cards, 44M8 hard diive, 1.2MB Teac floppy
dhin

supply, $3,350.
by Wyse. Amdek Corp., 1901 Z:m'er Road, Son
Jose, CA 95112; (408] 436-8570.

AMT-386 ST, 20-MHz 386, 64K coche, IMB
RAM lexpandable 1o 4MB on system boord),
1.2M8 floppy, 40MB hord drive, 40MB internal
tape backup, AMI BIOS, NEC Multisync montor,
Genga EGA super-EGA card, eight expansion
slofs, sacke! for 387 coprocessor, RT keyboord,
$4.999. Americon Micro Technology Corp.,
14751 Frankin Ave., Tustin, CA $2680; (714)
731-6800 or 1415] 490-7967.

Delta Gold Premier 386, 16-MHz 386, in
vorious conligurations, oflwith one-year worran-
ty, technical support hot line. Della Computer
Corp., 260 Forbes Blvd., Mansfield, MA 02048;
1800) 255-DELTA.

monitor, Hercules-compafi-
ble graﬁm(s cord, parallel port, enhanced
keyboard, two 32-bit slots, four 16-bit slofs, two
8-bit slots, $3,195. Micro 1, 557 Howard St.,
San Francisco, CA 94105; (415) 974-5439.

NEC Information Systems Inc. Power-
mate 386, 16-MHz 386, IMB RAM, 1.2MB
floppy, 40MB hard drive, eight slots fone 32-bit,
five 16-bitl, two serial ports, one parallel port,
MS-DOS 3.2, GW-Basic, keyboord, $5,495.
Can handle 10MB 32-bit RAM, rofal of 16MB
RAM overal, space for five Ski-inch storage
davices, up to | 30MB hard drive available. NEC
Information Systems inc., 1414 Massachusetts
Ave., Boxborough, MA 01719; [617] 264
8000.

Noble 386, 16-MHz 386, 40MB hord drive,
1.2MB floppy, enhanced keyboard, slot for 387
processor, sight exponsion slots, M 32-bi

Franklin Corp. FTC-
386, 16-MHz 386, comes with 51 2K RAM, math
coprocessor, eight slots, 1.2MB fleppy, ond
seniol ond porollel ports, dst price, $3,530.
Franklin Telecommunications Corp., 733
lokefield Road, Westiake Viloge, CA 91361;
1803) 373-8688.

RAM, $3,999: also available with 70MB drive
($4,799) or 130MB drive (86,295, Opiio
40MB 1ape backup, EGA system. firm ¢
RAM s expandoble 1o "4 gigabytes. ” One-year
warranty, loll-free technicol support avoilable.
Money-back guarantee Irestocking chargel. FC

, TX

Noble 386 Portable, 16-MHz 386, 5

RAM, 9-inch menochrome monitor, monox
adapler, clock/calendar, slo! for 387 chrams
sor, Phoenix BIOS, 20MB hard drive, 360K
floppy drive, 220-wait power supply, enhanced
keyboord, one 32:bi, three 16-bit, hwo 8-bit
slois, seriol ond parallel port, 35 lbs., fist price
$2,999. One-yeor warranty,

support available. Money-back  guarantes
restocking chargel. PC Discoun, 2000 Travs,
Suite 630, Houston, TX 77002: (800) 843-7042.

Packard Bell 386, 20-MHz 386, IM8 32-bit
RAM, M5-DOS 3.3, GW-Basic, seriol ond
porallelport, 1. 2MB floppy disk drive, enhanced
keyboard, clock/calendr, 21

ly, one-year worron

disk drives up 1o 150 megabytes ore av
Packard s, 21800 Oxnard St
Suite 700, Woodlend Hills, CA 91367: (818)
716-2727.

PC Valves PC-386, 16-MHz 386 iswitchable
108, 6, and 4.77 MHz) IMB 32-bit RAM lexpan-
dable fo 2MB, or to 8MB with piggybock
boards), Phoenix Tec s BIOS, expanded
memory management software, serial and posal-
h, lendar, 1.2M8 floppy (3% inch
1.44MB available), one 32-bil, four 16-bil, two
8-bit slots, socket for 80287 or 80387 copro-
cessor, 220-wait power supply, enhonced
keyboard, FCC Closs B, two-year worronly.
second hard dive, SZ 595;

. PC Vol 90("

94939: (800) 638-1900.

P5/386 Model 30, 16-MHz 386, 'MB 32:bit

RAM, 44MB hord dlive, 1.2MB fi

EGA montor, EGA

Basic, two serial poy

wolt power supply, er

calendar, eight expansion slofs, room

drives, wo-yeor worraniy, $3,595. 386
e i

Outitters,

Sumitronics Flexstation 386, ovoi
various conligurations, including Unix, MS-00S,
and networking, priced 7,495, Sp
izes in odvonced grop
fronics Inc., 580 N. Post
04086, 14061 7377683

‘Ave Sw.nwae cA

Tatung TCS-8000, 16-MHz 386, [MB 32-bit
RAM, keybooard, six 16-bit and wo 8-bit slots,
MS-DOS 3.21, GW-80

Wyse Model 3216, 16-MHz/zero-w
386, IMB siatic-column RAM (expand
0-

iree bt
m*ﬁmmf 40M8
05 wit "
porol boord, $4,999. Sysiem
ipping. Wyse Tachnology,
3571 N. F’s‘S San Jose, CA 95134; (408)
433-1000.
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Hardware

South Korean Presence Incareases With AT Clones, 8088-2s

By Edward Warner

Within the past month, the
South Korean presence in U.S.
personal computing has ex-
panded with the arrival of two
IBM PC AT compatibles and
two Intel 8088-2-based PCs.

The vendors are Samsung,
Hyundai Electronic Industries

Ltd., and Daewoo Telecom-
munications Co. Ltd., and their
machines are being sold by
Delta Computer Corp., Blue
Chip Electronics Inc., and Lead-
ing Edge Hardware Products
Inc., respectively.

The latest arrivals are Sam-

e o e s
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sung’s Model TX, based on the
Intel 8088-2, and Model A,
based on the Intel 80286, which
will be announced today by
Delta Computer.Delta said its
machines’ strong suit is their
support program. A reference
manual and training video tape
are included with each machine,
said James Patterson, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing.

The ecight-slot Model A is
priced at $1,995, while the six-
slot Model TX is offered in a
configuration with 640K and
twin SY-inch disk drives for
$1,095, Delta said. A version of
the TX with a color monitor is
$1,395, and a version with a
20MB hard disk costs $1,595.

The machines are based on
the Award BIOS and come with
MS-DOS 3.2 and GW-Basic, a
12-inch monochrome monitor,
monochrome graphics adapter,
and an integrated software pack-
age, Delta said.

The $949 Blue Chip BC
Turbo, meanwhile, comes with

640K; a 360K, S'-inch drive;
six slots; a 190-watt power
supply; and a one-year warran-
ty, Blue Chip said.

Based on the Intel 8088-2,
the machine offers speeds of
4.77 or 8 MHz and also comes
with MS-DOS and GW-Basic.

Leading Edge,
meanwhile, said it
will begin shipping
the 80286-based
Model D2 next
month. The $1,936
PC includes a
monochrome moni-
tor, 1.2 megabyte
floppy disk drive, six
slots, and operating
speeds of 6, 8, or 10
MHz, with one wait
state, said Leading
Edge. A version with
a 30MB hard disk is

‘Blue Chip Elec-
tronics Inc., 7305

85226; (602) 961-1485.

Delta Computer Corp., 260
Forbes Blvd., Mansfield, MA
02048: (617) 339-5575.

Leading Edge Hardware
Products Inc., 225 Turnpike St.,
ga?éon. MA 02021; (617) 828-

1

W. Boston Ave.,
Chandler, AZ
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Delte Computer will market Somsung's 8088-
2-bosed Model T for a minimum of §1,095.
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2 results were found that match the search criteria:
Grantee Code: GQ8 Product Code: 7EEDGC-100

Displaying records 1 through 2 of 2.

Address

Gty StateCountry

1 Orchard

JoseCA  United

Orchard

JoseCA  United

Perform Search Again

Zip CodeFCC 1D

Application
Burpose

D:
GQE7EEDGC-100 Change in Identification08/22/1987

GQB7EEDGC-100AChange in Identification 12/0 3can
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me ol'lhe Deltwold Connection software disks at a local antique shop, and bought them for a few
e ever seen them besides in , and great for preservation because I
erson with access to this software. But all this information so far is from the time period between 1987
and 1989, and looks like it was abandoned in 1990, so what happened? The Company seemed to have
appeared out of nowhere and vanish again in just a few years. Did they go bankrupt? Were the portable computers ever even made?
hat is Deltagold? There is still a lot to find out

Looking deeper there's a few more leads we can take. The molding of the keyboard and the shape of the system of the elite look
strikingly similar to the Franklin PC-8000, an ever so slightly more well-known pc, though this appears to just be another similar IBM|
clone, but there's a few more systems that appear to be coincidentally similar too, made by Acer Multitech. Below is some images of

, monitor, and the multiple keyboards that match up with the molding of Deltagolds'. Not only this but after looking up
the ffc id of the keyboard, I discovered that it went through a rebranding in 1987 by none other than Acer themselves. So theres a
good chance that the Deltagold machines were OEM'd by Acer, as the monitor fcc id leads to a still-in-business manufacturer of
computer monitors. That's about as far as that lead goes though, as I am unable to find any other information linking the two or even
what to do with the information I do have.

e
ltllll'

September 13th 2020

is when was uploaded to youtube, and contains in full a recording of the instructional VHS
tape included with the first round of systems. This is the only place on the internet to my knowledge that
this video can be found, and shows much more of the Prestige and Premier than any of what we have
seen before. This is one more peice of lost Deltagold media preserved, but there's still a lot more
information to be found. Below I will upload images of my own Deltagold Elite s

h and I also found this ad

[ will eventually take and upload more photos of m em, don't worry
The entire point of this article was to be the single most condensed history of Deltagold anywhere.
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