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1t'he Might 
ilefoie ••• 
.A parody by David Wil,on 

·1 WQE t::he ~nshi:: be1=ore 
Chr1Et::maE1 

ANd uNder t::he t::ree, 
Was a braNd New comput::er -
A replacemeNr= t::o be. 

J:or our JuN1or 1s old, · 
lNd 1-r: 1sN'r; t::oo Fleet::, 
ANd w1t:h all d)e New ·put::ers, 
Jr: Just:: caN'r; compet::e. 

So we soi:: us a bar5a1N -
Jr: was 1:r:11 IN t::he cr-ar:e -
ANd we chort:led ONd s•ssled 
We JUSt:: could N · t:: wait::. 

But:: wheN morNINS arraved 1 

ANd we rushed ~o our loot::, 
We y::oUNd somet:hlNS sr:raN5e 
J: or us t::o comput::e. 

n 111111111 ~ ~e111i 
1111111111111111 ··-· 11111111111111110 Emil Emll 

);or a messa5e appeared 
ON our New i::oy so J::INe; 
Jt: was i::erse, 1c was 

· po1Nt:ed 1 

AN d 11:: ra t::t:led my m1N d. 

(Clo to Page 8) 
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INFORMATION, PLEASE 
Th ORPHAN P BANUT is the official newsletter , 
of the Atlanta PC Jr Users Group, a distressini)y . 
non-profit organization dedicated to the health and 
well-being of the first Orphan and first "clone" 
from IBM - the "Peanut". The Group's single 
purpose is as stated in Article 2 ofourConstitution: 

" ... to provide a forum for members to share 
information, experiences, and techniques of use 
that will help other member1 derive maximum 
benefit and enjoyment from their PCjr." 

Tli.-oRPHAN PBANUT is designed, laid out, and 
entirely created on a PCj r with 736 KB of RAM 
or 8 MHz of clock speed (but not both together), a 
Microsoft Mouse, a second 0oppy drive (3 .5") 
from PC Enterprises, and two 20-megabyte hard 
disks from RIM via Paul Rau Consulting. 
There's other stuff as well, but we forget. 
Software used includes TEXTRA word processing 
and QEdlt text editor, Pl'S:l'lr1t Publl1her 

. desktop publishing, and sundry other programs of 
varying usefulness. ~-, 

* De•lgnate• Membershl p 
Committee 

Permission is hereby granted for the 
abstraction and republication of any and all 
original articles in this publication, with the dual 
provisos that the. sense of the article not be 
changed and that proper credit be given the author 
and Tia• ORPHAN P BANUT. 

Cortact Person 
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'twa~ the !\inht .~. ~ 1111111111 
(From Page 1) =ii ■ 1111111111 
•Now, here 1s a "barsaiN'" hoN·r: pur: chem IN r: ere. 

Jr: said w1t:h a sNeer ' 
"That: wlll probably ~ost: 
Lot:s or: moNey t:hlS year. 

"J:or r:he reasoN you're 
chaNSINS 

ANd ser:t:1NS r:h1s crash 
Js co "improve ON' your ' 
]UNIOI"' 
ANd save you some cash. 

·our: t:he r:rut:h ,s, ,r: WON't: 
save 

So much or:: your moN ey; 
By t:he c1me chac you ,:tNfSh 
Jc woN·c be coo FUNNY• 

"Jc·s a bare, st:r1pped-dowN 
· model 

(aNd a cheap oNe, ac t:hat:) 
W1t:h aN "X'T processor· -

l You· ve already sot: cha c. 

"Your )uNtor has r::ea cures 
Vou have co add t::o r:hts lump 
1Nd t:hey all cosc you ext:ra 
So doN·c be a chump. 

·sxamtNe your Needs 
A Nd charc r:hem wtt:h care. 

"Jt:: FrequeNcly happeNs 
WheN you add up r:he cosr: 
expaNdlNS your )uNaor ' 
W 111 proi:;1t: you mosr:. 

"So cake my advice · 
aNd doN't: eveN pause; 
Ret:urN r:h1s r:omorrow. 
S1Ncerely, S. Claus" 

Well, we did what:: he said -
We examtNed our pl15ht::i 
A.Nd we saved lot::s o-,:: dollars 
Because, you kNow, he was 

r15ht:;I 

So replace tt: wtt:h caut::toN; 
O)ake sure r:hat:: you·re r15:hr:; 
1'h1Nk 'Ups;radel' r:hts 
Chrtst::mas, 
A.Nd have a 500d Ntst,t::. 

JF you woN't: use chose excras 

• 
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fiCID jr Newsletter 
Ne~ti!!i!i~ff P 

Believe it or not, jr Newsletft'l' has recently r«:eived 
three letters from readers asking basic~the same 
question: •ean I combine several mes from one 
directory, or from different diskettes, into one mer 

The answer is, yes you CID. And it's not hard. 
S~pose you wrote a daily clary on your pqr, writing 
about the exciting things that happened to you or the 
fucinating thoughts that oa:urred to you each day. 
After a year or two of this, you decided some of your 
experi~ would make great magazine art~les. So 
you want to oombine several mes on similar 1111,jects in 
order to edit them. 

The way to CO!ilbme all your mes about L"'linwrecb 
you've seen, would be as follows: At the A>, type 

COPYTRNWREK.382+cARSFALL.18S 
+oFFBRDOE.686 WIITAMF.sSART 

The above command wiD add the files in the order 
you name them so they become a new me, in this case 
a me caJled WHf AMESS.ART. This wiD be the me . 
with the three entries from your diary about 
trainwrm. Y OD CID DOW edit and rewrite th01e fales 
into one blockbuster of an artkle for magazine 
publation. 

The general principle here is that you put a plus 
sign between all the mes you want to join and they wiD 
an be copied, in order, to a new file with the name you 
put after a space. There must be a space before the 
name of the file you want the others to combine into. 
Files from different drives CID be joined in the same 
way b~g the drive bef cn the falemme, with no 
space een the drive and the falemme. You CID 
al9o combine several files into an existing file by 
placing the name of that me after the space. In the 
above example, then, to get an your trainwreck entries 
ioto one exittq file, you would 111bstitute the name 
of that file for the new me in the example, • 

UlinaWilcbnll 

If you have many files with the same pref11 or 
extension, you CID cC1Dbine them using the • s,mbol. 
Let's say aD your diary entries about trainwrecb over 
the yean have the fde extension WRK. In order to 
combine them all into one file, you could type 

COPY •.WRK. WIITAM~.ART 

01,;e •~in, aJ!your trainwreck entries wouJ<I be 
CCIDbined mto a fdecalled WHfAMF.SS.AR.T, ready 
for you to polish up for 111bmission to LIFE 
Magazine. 

Yoo CID also use the? as a wildc:ard to stand for 
any single chancter in a filename or extension. Let's 
111, all your diary entries were in files called DIARY 
with the extension CODsisting of the number of the 
month and the number of die year. To COJUbioe all 
entries for the?•!yeal.986 you could type 

COPY DIAR.Y.?86 DIARY .ALL 

Thu1 you would qu~kly have all months for 1986 
cC1Dbincd into me file instead of having to type 
COPY DIARY.186+DIARY.286+DIAR.Y.386, etc. 
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What, Me Program? 
To Program Or Not To Pro1ra111 ... 

work of many programmers. Certainly you 
References to programming are could write your own wordprocessor, ' 

everywhere. Schools teach BASIC spreadsheet, or database program, but it 
programming in their introdudory would take a 

JOHNRJNG 

ON JllNJORi' 

computer courses. 1V and newspaper tremendous 
joumalists mention programming 8!Dount of 
regularly in their reports on computers. t1Dle and 
Publishers produce a constant flow of effort. It 
new. books on programming. _ makes more 
Wnten compare the merits of BASIC, sense to 

Pascal, C, Aasembler, and other languages pick an 
for personal computers. With 80 much available 
~verage programming must be program 
important. that suits 

Does this also mean that all of us who your needs 
use a computer for more than playing rather than 
games must learn to program? I believe \\rlte your 
the answer is yes, at least, if we want to own. In 
use our computers well. However, very short, if 
few of us will ever need to learn any of . you want 
the languages listed in the first paragraph. good software, leave the programming to 

Those complex languages take years to the professionals whenever you can. 
learn well. Even for an expert, it takes . There may be times when you have to do 
months to develop, test, and debug a new it >:ourself. If you need special programs 
program. Large programs may be the which are not available, you'll have to learn 

how to write them. A control program for 
a robot, or programs for a very uncommon 
c~mputer are examples of programs you 
might have to write yourself. 

You might also decide to learn a 
programming language just for fun or 
personal satisfaction. This might be the 
first step in becoming a professional 
programmer or the beginning of a new 
career teaching computer programming. If 
you don't have one of these or similar 
needs or interests, you probably won't ever 
have to learn one of the formal languages. 

(Go to Pog• 6) 

• 
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What, Me Program? 
(From Page 4) · 

If you just want to understand more about the necessary files. It never forgets 
how your computer works, even though you which files to copy, and I don't have to 
don't intend to be a programmer, I 1Uggest type in every COPY command each 
learning a little Assembler. This is time. 
down at the fundamental operating .--- --- A spreadsheet, 
level of the machine and is great for ~ O such as Lotus 123 
understanding how it works. ~ ::J or Quattro, is 
Assembler is also available at :t really a way to 
minimum expense because DEBUG c,_ program your 
which comes with DOS assembles , -, computer. 
and unauembles code. Buy a book .,___ i.--_. Typically, you 
on assembly language programming, build a new 
and you're in business. DEBUG is also useful spreadsheet by ftrst entering a bunch of 
for making minor alterations to programs numbers. This is data entry, not 
written by others, a procedure called patching. programming. Next, you enter a 

Although we won't have to learn a lot of formula, perhaps to add up the numbers 
BASIC, Pascal, C, Assembler, or similar in a range of cells. Now you are 
languages, we still need to learn how to programming your computer. If you 
program.. Through programming, we can give change one of the numbers, the 
the computer a set of instructions once which computer will automatically calculate 
can be carried out many times, now or in tho tho new sum. With the wide selection of 
future. This can simplify using the computer mathematical operations possible in 
and increase our efficiency. If we don't use modem spreadsheets, this is powerful 
one of the complex languages, how do wo programming. 
program? What else is there? Wordprocessors don't resemble 

First, there are batch files. The batch file spreadsheets, but many have their own 
commands are part of DOS and described in macro programming language. When 
your DOS manual. This simple language ls you tum on the macro function, the 
used to load programs, provide on-screen wordprocessor memorizes every 
reminders, and generally automate many keystroke until you tell it to stop. This 
repetitious operations. is keystroke programming. When you 

An AUlOEXEC.BAT file will be run when run the macro by typing a key 
you tum on your computer. It can contain all combination such as Alt-A, the 
tho commands you would give to get started. memorized keystrokes are repeated. If 
Once written, the commands are processed you are writing a lotter, macros can type 
aut~matically each time you boot up. Now, in the date, set tho margins, add a 
that s a real convenience. greeting, and close the letter with your 

I wrote a simple batch file to copy several name and address. As you can see, 
files for my wordprocessor to a ramdisk. The macros can be real time savers. 
batch file programs the computer to copy all . (Go to Pai• 5) Databases are another 



.. ,. 

. ' S ,s--■---Jli-o-lu-m-,-3-,-N-•-m-lM_r_6 _ 
_ •••--- D•cemw. 1990 

What, Me Program? 
(From Pog~ SJ 
class of software which allow us to 
program our computers. Let's take a 
computerized address book as an 
example. The entry of names and 
addresses, the data, into the database is 
not programming. This is just the raw 
material for the program to use. 
However, when you specify a report 
format you are programming. 

One report might list the names and 
addresses of people outside of California 
to whom you write because long distance 
calls are expensive. Another report could 
provide the names and phone numbers 
for friends within California. The 
database program will use the data you 
entered differently depending upon which 
report you ask for. When you add new 
data, it will appear only in the appropriate 
reports. You have programmed the 
computer to report the data the way you 

It's In n11 Bmlllc-

want it. 
Communications programs such as 

PROCOMM and OMO DEM can be used 
entirely manually, or you can program them. 
The manual method works rme if the 

particular computer bulletin board system 
(BBS) is simple and you don't call very 
often. You dial the number and follow the 
prompts for your name, password, and the 
BBS area you want to use by typinA in each 
response. · 

If the BBS is complex, like Compuserve, 
or if you call frequently, you can write a 
special file to provide the responses 
automatically as they are requested. A rue 
which does this is called a script file and ls 
your personal program. Scripts can be 
simple, just enough to get you signed in, or 
they can be complex and automate a whole 
session including file transfers. 

(Go to pop 7) 

WHPIT· act TH£'t' ITTEAn 0'1' THAT f 
tAs defined in Web.tier's N8w Wor/dDtcttonarg af Computer Ter11s 

Address: An Identification, such as a label, number, or name that 
designates a particular location In storage or any other data des­
tination or source. 

Memory Board: an expansion board that adds RAM to the system, 
making It possible to store and use additional Information . 

Memory Management: The technique of effectively controlling 
and allocating memory resources. [Essential for PC Jr memory 
expansions; software normally provided by vendor J 

j 
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What, Me 
Program? 

If the BBS la complex, like Compuserv0t or 
if you call frequently, you can write a special 
file to provide the responses automatically as 
they are requested. A file which does this is 
called a script file and is your personal 
progam. Scripts can be simple, just enough to 
get you signed in, or they can be complex and 
automate a whole session including flle 
transfers. 

A modem salesman might send in his n,ew 
orders electronically and receive a list of 
messages and calls to make the next day. A 
script file could automate the log on and file 

. t!?.!!tferi and make him moro eff'u:ient. 
Although this particular e:xample may not 
apply to you, there may be times when script 
file prosramming could make your life easier. 

There are many other related examples of 
programming. Mail merge instructions in a 
wordprocessor are programming. Programs 
auch as PRO.KEY and NEW.KEY let you build 
keyboard macros which replay a whole series of 
keystrokes within any program. rm sure if you 
think about it a bit, you'll discover other ways 
to program your computer for greater 
effectiveness. 

None of the programming illustrated by 
these examples requires you to learn a complei: 
language such as BASIC or C. The 
programming is mostly done within an 
application you have selected for a job you 
want to do with your computer. Often, the 
programming is optional, but it greatly 
increases the usefulness of your computer. 

Without a doubt, we all need to learn to 
program. Ma matter of fact, you're probably 
doing 10 already. 

ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD 

IN DECEMBER 
Monday, December 3, Is the 

date of the 1990 elections - a 
process that may be the most 
Important one the APCJrUG has yet 
undergone. As you'll see below, 
most of those nominated by the 
Nominating Committee appointed 
at the September meeting are 
Incumbents, as are the appointed 
officers: your SysOp, Disk 
Librarian, and Newsletter Editor. 
This Is a good situation as far as 
continuity Is concerned, but there's 
a nagging problem that needs to be 
considered: most of those who are 
on this 11st wlll not be candidates a 
year from now. As we've bean 
emphasizing In our commentaries 
for some time, the APC,rUG needs 
participation at all lave s, and now 
Is the time to start considering It. 
Here are the nominees for the four 
electlve offices for 1991: 

President - David Blagg; 
Vice President - Beth Gelger; 
Secretary - Carol Buma; 
Treasurer - Dick Anthony. 

Don't forget that nominations may 
be made from the floor, so feel free . 
to make one or more December 
third. 

ME1-lRY 
(Fl~T1"1AS 

• 
I 
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++++++++ ACROSS+++++++++ 
1.8'9 Blue 
2. Rodtnl~• UO dNCI 
3. Du lrlntmltllon n,IN (Lt. 
XModn, YModtm) 
9. -,,,. ORPHAN-
9. -PIOCl ..... g Unl 
10. DOS: "CGnltnlt" of dllll 
11. DOS: examine dl1II 
12. DATASTORM comm P1111 
13. Acid, or -dllk 
15. -.SYS enabltl utllldtd 
18. Aeroutop or lltybolld 
17. Abbr. for'lldto dltplaJ 
11. DOS ptm.· rwnov. lnltet 
1 t. "Vlrtull" clivt or dllk 
20. lnmldlonal Pn,grwn 
21. A type of color monlor 
22. DOS: Rmamt th (lbbr) 
24. BBS Opa11cr 

29. Jdln -, pufNlm SF 
27. "Abort, R411ry, -7' 
30. a>S: Cycltl-Second 
32. Aauiym: "pl• lnl" 
33. PK-compnettd 1h ut. 
34. DOS: ddcllt a th 
35. Power On s.r T.t abbr 
31. D08'1 LM Edler 
3t.Ann11du 
41. Utt to mow CUIIOI' 
42. DOS: rtmOVI 1h 
43. Utt to tlllCOIIIIIUllcllt 
44. -11: the new flqr? 
44. -aft: Bitch com1111d 
47. EnctMblt 1h .... 
41. Abbr. Pau!RaCan•llnt 
so. Flt tran.r.rro rema1, 
52. Leguage on Catlldl' 
53. Cenllgt Rmrrr • #br 
54. WontStar: Wen -

55. Low-w111l.ang11111• 
51. DOS: "acln.■ a dltll 
57. LPT1: II lie -port 
51. Grlpllk:11 U.. Ntlfact 
59. Uth -Junlclr 
80. ThON 2 llotl hold Ill•• 
83. Mtg. you c1on, want t 
85. Ar111dll IN"""'1~ 
88.AUTOEXEC••-• 
17. Comhgto"Blg A" -1tte 
119. Ohlo-ba11d Jr. vend er 
71. "Try First" IOlwt19 
72. McNt data bttw. 11111 
n. eomsu• 1nllnldlon1 
++++++++ +DOWN I I I I I I I I 

1. 1.11111 pldu11 
2. DOS publllhtr 
4. N'911tedcmill 
9. SelrdlM SaNct 
1. k.> II ant 

,.eu .. ·,t1,rtad• 
13.All.ffcrFn11'1111111 
14. Switch btlwMn dt't1cw 
23. Hantwn error chtcll 
25. Mlc:rolcft'1 Op. 8yl. 
21. Batch cmd: PRICtld to 
29. Sclftwtll publltler 
31. <ENTER>:Can1111-
38. BASIC plOIIIJt 
37. DOS: chilla, a flt 
39. Bale IIOIII' lllll 
40. ()pClcal aunct«RICOI 
45. COM1: lu -poit 
49. -232 Serlllccmtclor 
51. l.ocll Area Network 
54. hto or out d comput• 
81. - Mllrlc prli• 
82. -GnipltlcaAdapt 
84. R•d OnlyMtmCIIJ 
70. Abbr. Word Procelt.7 
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I !i¢Uf11'11 -afllllllHD.-.. PS/1-The Last Word 

Well, much as I hate to admit it, the example, doesn't apply his prejudices in 
demonstration of mM'• PS/1 which APCjrUG all his work - only to products of Big 
member Steve Mark presented at. the Blue and a few other corporations who 
November meeting impressed me. I don't have made 10me kind of mistake and 
think I'll get one, but for those who are incurred hi• wrath. Other writers might 
newcomers to computing and don't want to get as well be employed by the companies 
involved with all the intricacies of DOS, it whose products the review, since they 
certainly has a good deal to offer.- If it's half as never say anything negative about the 
well built as its predecessor, my beloved PCjr, product. The point is, watch out when 
it'll be worth consideration for neophytes, you rely on other people's opinion,. 
but for those who need, or just ~---------- Even mine - rm 
want, the superheated strongly pro-PCjr 

~~:~~8c;4~f6the GOOEGR P~A~ ra~r~~= 
•screamers•, it just won't 
meet their requirements. As 

. Steve pointed out, however, ~hose people 
aren't the market at which the PS/1 was aimed 
- it's for those who might very well never buy 
any kind of computer unless it's friendly as it 
can be. That's how the PS/1 struck me: almost 
puppyish in its friendliness and desire to please. 

John Dvorak, the self-proclaimed pundit 
and columnist, has proclaimed that the PS/1 
won't be a success. Be bases this declaration 
on: (a) his vast knowledge of the personal 
computer market (personally, I think it's 
half-vast); (b) 10me ideas he has on what a 
•home• computer should be (everything but 
inexpensive); (c) his undeclared but perfectly 
obvious aversion to all things with the mM 
logo (heck, I don't think he even likes the sky 
when it's blue because he thinks mM is trying 
to take over Beaven). If his ·analysis• were any 
less an expression of his venomous anti-mM 
bias, I think he might have written a kinder and 
gentler review. 

It does point up one danger in relying on 
auch reviews and opinions in making your 
purchases, however, if you don't get a fairly 
wide aample of opinion. John Dvorak, for 

Didn't you? 

replacement, but 
you knew that. 

Anyhow, our thanks to Steve, who 
took time away from an activity he loves 
to come and demonstrate the PS/1 to an 
a\ldience he knows will probably not buy 
one. We appreciate it. 

The Atlanta PCjz- Users Crciup 's 

BEGINNERS KIT 
is n.ow available to membe:rs 

for the a1t0nlshlnclv low p:rlce of 

n7 ·110.00 ~ 
(or to nonmembers for only $15) 

C0nsistin1 af printed a:rtioles and 
twc:i dl1ks jammed with infol'ma tlan 
that will help rou make the m.o,t 

.,_. ci! vou.r PC]I'. ...-0 

CALL 265-2731 NOWI 

' 
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APCj1·UG 
DISK LIBRARY 

Please Send )'Our crders to: 
Leonard Bnwn, 2Ut Cry1tal Lake Drive, Lawrenee,IDe, GA30244 

Members cost: $2.00 a tli•k (SS.00 for custom Di•k}: Nonmembm SS.00 .ach (No CNStomJ 

LIBRARIAN'S CHOICE:Disll of tbe Mo11tl1 

AMY'S FIRST PRIMER: Educational Diak for ages 4 - 6; Excellent. t28K PC/r 

The i.A.tJ,.,..t,t PCir U!er! Groub 

DISK LIBRARY ORDER FORM 
NUMBER DISK NAME PRICE 

Blank Disks • (J tlislu: $3.00; 10 disks: $5.00) Qllantlty 

APCjrUG Bealnner1' Klt-($10 Members, $16 NonMembers) 
~o•tag• & Handllng ($1.00 for eaoh 6 disks ordered) 

TOTAL ►1 I 
Note: Diab wlll •• malled lo fh• addNN 
llated on th• label on ... ,enrn aid• ot 
fhl• form uni•• ano .. er add,. .. la apeellleallr ,equeated. 

·-

I 



THERE 
I/,.,,,,. Ollt.iM th• 
P•riaN•r (1-llS ): 
Ju1t follow 1-285 arouod 
Atlanta until you reach 
the Tom Mcreland 
lnterchaqe (1-285 and 
1-85 Ncrth). Go South 
on l-8S toward Atlanta 
undl you reach Emt 33, 
Shallowford Road. Emt 
onto Shallowfcrd Road 
and turn left to aoa, 
over l-8S. Immediately 
pa1t the traf6c 1lgnal on 
the East side of the 

.. . . . 
North 

rel•1..-t lllercJ"(le 

COM 

1-2 ----- .... _ -_ -_-_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -_.... 1-20 
Weat West 

~ --- ~~ ~u ~~ 

overpa11 you will see a bullcBlns co the left with STANCOM In latrse letters ca the &cat" It. 

I/,.,,,,. h,•il• ti,• P•l'UINllr (1-215 ): 
Get m l-8S heacBq Ncrtb from the dty. Watch fer die Shallowford Road e1lt, Number 33, and 
leave the Interstate highway there. Turn right on Shallowfcrd Road. set In the left lane and 
prepare to lmmecBately turn left Into the STANCOM parklnsJot. 

TIN Clronicl• of TIN A.tlat11 PCJr Uur• Oro•, 
6S1S Amb.,-glad•.s Lane 
Atlanta, GA 30328 

Mr/ 
f:'.'.-' 

n 


