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PREFACE 

This manual is divided into eight chapters that are organized in the 
following manner. Plese read this manual throughtly before you begin to 
install and use the Sanyo MBC-770 series computer . 

Chapter 1. "Getting Started," contains all the information that you will 
need in order to begin operating your computer such setup and how 
to use disks. 

Chapter 2. "Sanyo GW-BASIC," contains information that you need 
to know before programming in BASIC and explains the symbols 
used in Chapter 3 and how to use the Editor. 

Chapter 3. "BASIC commands, functions, and statements," is a 
detailed reference for using Sanyo GW-BASIC. 

Chapter 4. "MS-DOS instruction", is an introduction to using the 
MS-DOS operating system. 

Chapter 5. "MS-DOS commands," is for reference when using 
MS-DOS . 

Chapter 6. "Technical reference," is a collection of information 
needed for advanced programming. You'll find the specification of 
this machine at the beginning of this chapter. 

Chapter 7. "Optional peripheral installation," contains information 
needed to connect other devices to the computer. 

Chapter 8. "Computer vocabulary," is a glossary of computer terms 
that may be unfamiliar to newcomers. 

We suggest that you read Chapter 1 before beginning to use your 
computer. Refer to Chapter 8 for definitions of unfamiliar terms. 

To program the computer using the BASIC language, begin by reading 
Chapter 3 and refer to Chapter 4. 

To use the advanced functions of MS-DOS, start by reading Chapter 5 . 
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GETTING STARTED 

Place a new disk in drive B and press ENTER. The formatting 
process then begins, and is complete when the following prompt is 
displayed: 

r Format another (YIN)? 

If you want to format another disk, remove the formatted disk from 
the drive, place another new disk in the drive, input "Y" and press 
ENTER. 

If you do not want to format another disk, input N and press 
ENTER. This returns you to the MS-DOS command level. 

Formatting a disk with a single drive system 
With the system disk in drive A, type in the following FORMAT 
command and press ENTER: 

( A> FORMAT /S 

/S is an option of the FORMAT command that automatically 
copies the file containing the operating system onto the disk after 
it is formatted . The following files are copied when the /S option is 
added: 1O.SYS, MSDOS.SYS, and COMMAND.COM. However, the 
first two files will not be displayed when the disk directory is listed. 

When the FORMAT command is entered, the following prompt will 
appear: 

Insert new disk for drive A: 
and strike any key when ready 

Remove the system disk from the drive. Place a new disk in drive 
A and press ENTER. The formatting process then begins, and is 
complete when the following prompt is displayed: 

r Format another (Y/N)? 
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If you want to format another disk, remove the formatted disk from 
the drive, place another new disk in the drive, input"Y"and press 
ENTER. 

If you do not want to format another disk, input"N"and press • 
ENTER. This returns you to the MS-DOS command level. 

How to copy your files 

COPY command 
One reason why photocopy companies have become huge 
businesses is that people working in organizations need to make 
copies. When using a computer, you will often need more than 
one copy of a disk file. It is a good idea to make a backup copy of 
your programs in case something happens to your original. 
Software is valuable and the COPY command allows you to make 
copies of your files. 

Disk files are handled by their filenames, in the COPY command, 
if you copy a file onto the same disk, you need to create a new file • 
name for the backup. If you copy files onto a second disk, you do 
not have to specify a new filename. 

The format for the COPY command is as follows: 

COPY drive : original filename [drive :backup filename] 

Examples: 

COPY A:OLD.TXT A:NEW 

You have made a copy of your file named OLD.TXT on drive A to 
the file named NEW on the same drive. Note that you do not 
always need to specify the three letter file extension. 

COPY A:MY.TXT B:MY.TXT 

The above command copies the file named MY.TXT on drive A to 
the drive B. Note that the file specification, since it includes two 
different drives, is still unique. When you use two different drives 
with the COPY command, you do not have to invent a new 
filename. As such, part of the above command is redundant, and 
you can shorten it to the following: 

COPY A:MY.TXT B: 
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GETTING STARTED 

DISKCOPY command 
The DISKCOPY command copies entire disks. This is faster than 
using the COPY command during the cases when you want to 
copy all the contents on one disk to another . 

AS WITH USING THE FORMAT COMMAND, THE DISKCOPY 
COMMAND ERASES ALL THE INFORMATION ON THE TARGET 
DISK. BE SURE TO USE A NEW DISK OR A DISK WHICH 
HAS INFORMATION WHICH YOU NO LONGER NEED. 

The target disk needs to be formatted before this command is 
used. 

Making a disk copy with a double drive system 
To make a copy of a disk using a double drive system, type: 

DISKCOPY A: B: 

The system will display the following prompt. 

Insert source disk in drive A: 
Insert formatted target disk into drive B: 
Strike any key when ready 

Place the disk to be copied in the drive A and a blank disk in drive 
B. Press ENTER. The computer will make a copy of the source 
disk onto the target disk. This process will take a few minutes. 

When the disk copy is complete, the following prompt will appear: 

Copy complete 
Copy another (Y/N)? 

Type Y if you want to copy other disks or make another copy of 
the source disk . 
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Note that the target disk must be formatted in the same format as 
the source disk. This must be done before using the DISKCOPY 
command. If the formats differ, the following error message 
appears. 

Source and target disks are not the 
same format. Cannot do the copy. 

Also note that the DISKCOPY command cannot be used if the 
source disk has been damaged because the computer cannot 
read the damaged portions. In this case use the COPY command 
to make copies of the parts of the source disk that are 
undamaged. 

Making a disk copy with a single drive system 
To make a copy of a disk using a single drive system, type: 

DISKCOPY 

The system will display the following prompt. 

Insert source disk in drive A: 
Strike any key when ready 

Place the disk to be copied in the drive and press ENTER. The 
computer will read the part of the contents of the disk into its 
memory. When the following prompt appears, 

Insert formatted target disk in drive A: 
Strike any key when ready 

• 

• 

Take the source disk out of the drive, and insert a new disk in • 
the drive. 
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GETTING STARTED 

The above steps will be done repeated several times and when 
the copy is complete, the following prompt will appear: 

( Copy complete 

Resetting the system 

Sometimes an error in operation or in a program causes the keyboard to 
become inoperative. When this occurs, commands can no longer be input 
into the system. You can reset the computer in two ways: 

1 . Turn the power off and then back on after approximately 1 O seconds. 

When the power is applied, the system will start (cold boot). Note that any 
data that was not saved on the disk is lost when the power is turned off. 

2. Reset the system with a warm start. 

A warm start (reset) may be done by pressing the Ctrl, Alt, and Del keys 
simultaneously. Note that any data that was not saved on the disk is lost 
when the system is reset. 

Turning the system power off 

1. Remove the disks from the drives. 

2. Turn the power off. 

3. Store the AC connector cord in the compartment on the back of the 
main unit. 

4. Attach the keyboard and lock it. 

Do this by opening the feet of the keyboard, clipping the keyboard 
cord onto the clips on the right side of the main unit, and placing the 
keyboard against the main unit. Lock the keyboard in place by 
closing its feet. 
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